VILLAGE OF SOUTH LEBANON
MEMORANDUM


TO: 		Mayor and Council

FROM:	Gary Vidmar, Village Administrator

RE:	Memorandum 11, Village Street Parking Restrictions

DATE:	March 3, 2014

This memorandum reports on a request made by the Union Township Fire Chief to restrict parking to one side of the street on Valley View and a request made by the Hamilton Township Fire Chief and the President of Stone Brook subdivision to restrict parking to one side of the street on Bedles Ct. and Station Dr. in the Village of South Lebanon.

Background 
On February 4th, Staff was notified by Fire Chief Robert Napier that an ambulance was unable to travel to the house at 499 Valley View due to a vehicle parked at 484 or 490 Valley View.  He indicated that the Fire Department has had difficulty in the past getting its ambulances and other apparatus to the end of the street due to the narrow width and cars parked on both sides of the road.  He ordered Staff to restrict parking to one side of the street.

Upon receiving this notice from Chief Napier and without the knowledge of the Village’s policy giving Council the authority to choose the locations for parking signs, I inadvertently asked Tony Ledford to install “No Parking” signs along one side of the street.  Later, I was told by the Mayor that the installation of No Parking signs in the Village requires Council action.  After hearing this, I immediately instructed Tony to remove the signs.

Regarding another related matter, on February 24th I met with Mr. George Teasdale and his wife.  Mr. Teasdale is the President of the Stonebrook Homeowners Association.  During our conversation, Mr. Teasdale requested the Village to consider restricting parking to one side of the street on Bedles Ct. and Station Dr. in Stone Brook.  He explained that these two roads are narrower than the other roads in the Stone Brook subdivision.  Moreover, there are a couple residents on each of these streets with several children that park on both sides of the street.  After receiving this request, I asked Hamilton Township Fire Chief Mark Greatorex about his experience getting emergency apparatus down these two streets.  He explained that access to homes on these two streets has been a problem for the fire department due to the lack of parking restrictions.  He agreed with the need to prohibit parking on the side of the street with fire hydrants.

Analysis
It is common for communities to restrict parking to one side of streets that are relatively narrow.  I have learned from both fire chief’s in charge of emergency services in South Lebanon, that there is a serious safety concern on the aforementioned three streets due to the lack of parking restrictions.  

However, the homes on Valley View do not have driveways and must rely on street parking for parking of the resident’s vehicles.  Restricting parking to one side of the street would reduce the amount of available space for all the residents on the street to park their vehicles.

Policy Options
Council may make a motion to install the stop signs or do nothing. 

Fiscal Impact
No fiscal impact

Legislative Process
Council may make a motion to approve the installation of stop signs on any combination of the three streets, reject the motion(s) or do nothing.

Recommendation
Staff has no recommendation in this matter.
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