VILLAGE OF SOUTH LEBANON
MEMORANDUM


TO: 		Mayor and Council

FROM:	Gary Vidmar, Village Administrator

RE:	Memorandum 41, Memorandum of Understanding between the Village of South Lebanon and the Warren County Soil and Water Conservation District

DATE:	August 18, 2014

This memorandum presents to Council a Memorandum of Understanding (the “MOU”) for a Working Agreement between the Village of South Lebanon and the Warren County Soil and Water Conservation District (“The District”)

Background
Warren County was identified as a Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) community by the U.S. EPA in 1999 and was granted a discharge permit in 2004.  2009 marked the beginning of a new five-year term under the revised permit.  The Warren County Engineer's Office administers the County's MS4 permit under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) commonly known as Phase II.  On May 7, 2009, South Lebanon elected to become a joint permitee by joining Warren County, Ohio in its efforts to comply with the requirements of NPDES Phase II.

Warren County charges South Lebanon and other joint permitees an annual stormwater management fee to fund the implementation of the NPDES Phase II program.  South Lebanon is charged $10.00 per year for each parcel in the Village with building values greater than $10,000.  In 2014, this charge was $13,990.00.

Other Warren County joint permitees including the Townships of Clearcreek, Franklin, Hamilton, Turtlecreek and Union are also charged an annual stormwater management fee based upon the same $10.00 per parcel rate.  However, these Township charges are placed annually on the tax duplicate of each individual parcel owner by the County Auditor.  Consequently, these charges are paid directly by the property owners unlike South Lebanon where the charges are paid by the Village.

Analysis
The Warren County Stormwater Management Plan outlines six minimum control measures (MCMs), which are expected to result in reductions in pollutants discharged by Warren County, Ohio and its joint permitees.  The six MCMs are:
1. Public Education/Outreach
2. Public Participation/Involvement
3. Illicit Discharge Detection/Elimination
4. Construction Site Runoff Control
5. Post Construction Runoff Control
6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping

A complete copy of Warren County’s Stormwater Management Plan can be found on the Warren County Stormwater District’s website at http://www.wceo.us/pages/Stormwater-District.html.

It is now the desire of The District to formalize a mutual understanding between The District and the joint permitees to share responsibility for certain components of the permittee’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”) Stormwater Phase II permit.  The proposed MOU has been adopted by The District’s Board of Directors. 

Policy Options
Council may give authorization to the Mayor to sign the MOU on behalf of the Village by passage of a motion or may take no action.

Fiscal Impact
None

Legislative Process
[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion is needed to approve and authorize execution of the MOU.  Legislation is not required because it is not a binding agreement.

Recommendation
Staff recommends Council pass a motion authorizing the Mayor to sign the MOU.  
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